SPHO of MA Awards Program for 2011
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The Standardbred Pleasure Horse Organization (SPHO) of Massachusetts is welcoming back its awards program! In 2011, we will have 9 different divisions offered for year end awards as well as high point awards. In order to be eligible, you must be a member of the SPHO-MA,. own/lease/show a Standardbred, and both rider and horse must be registered with the awards program.
To become a part of the SPHO of MA, visit their website www.standardbredhorse.com and download a Membership Application. The membership fee has been waived for the 2011 year. After completing the form, mail it to SPHO-MA, c/o Deb Adams- 100 Brigham Hill Rd - Grafton, MA 01519. Please note that you will only be a member of the SPHO in MA after completing the form, not any other SPHO chapter.

To register yourself and your horse with the awards program, download the forms off of the SPHO of MA’s website. Complete the forms and send them to Emily Blanchard- 19 Oak Street – Rehoboth, MA 02769.
To help get the program running, we are asking a $5 donation to the SPHO to help cover the cost of the year end awards such as ribbons, gifts, or trophies. All donations will be directly put into the awards program of the SPHO of MA. Any funds left over at the end of the year will be put towards next year’s program. Donations are not mandatory.
Please feel free to share any ideas you have or mistakes that you have found in the program. Email Emily Blanchard at hearthooves@yahoo.com.
Rules For Year End Awards:

1. You must be a member of the SPHO of MA.

2. Both you and your horse have to be registered with the SPHO of MA’s Awards Program.

3. Your Standardbred has to be registered with the United States Trotting Association (USTA) to prove that it is 100% Standardbred. Any horse not registered with the USTA must provide an alternate way to prove its breeding such as a freeze brand, lip tattoo, DNA test, etc. Proof of identification may be asked at any time.

4. To accumulate points, the same rider/horse combination must be maintained throughout the year. If you have more than one Standardbred, you must use separate forms to submit your points and both horses.

5. All forms must be submitted no more than 30 days after the event takes place. Events that took place before June 1st will not count toward year end points for the 2011 year.
6. An official at the show or a member of the show committee must sign off on your form as proof of attendance/completion and accurate results.
7. All riders must follow their specific discipline’s rules and guidelines. Any break in the rules will result in disqualification from winning year end awards.

8. Year end awards will be awarded for champion and reserve place in each category and are determined by an overall accumulation of points from the showing year. If many people are active in the program, we may extend the placings to third or fourth.
9. You must participate in at least three events for each category to be eligible for year end awards in a specific category. If you complete less than three events, you are not eligible for the category year end award but the points will count for overall High Point Horse. 
10. In the event that there are less than two horse/rider combinations that participated in a specific category three times, the placings will be open to anyone who participated in that category at least once throughout the show year and the placings will be placed to reserve.
11. For points to count, you must send in a prize list, copy of the entry form, show bill, event/ride/drive flyer, etc. with your points form.

Classifying the Horse:

Horses will be divided into separate categories based on showing experience. The category is based on the horse’s experience before November 1, 2010. The status of the horse from this date determines its category for the 2011 show year. The 2011 show year is from November 1, 2010 through October 31, 2011. Horses may cross enter categories for riding and driving divisions (ex. A horse can be a senior riding horse and a newbie driving horse). Equitation classes or any classes judged primarily on the exhibitor are not to be counted.
Newbie- First year showing

Green- Winning less than 7 blue ribbons in showing career

Novice- Winning 7-15 blue ribbons in showing career 

Senior- Winning more than 15 blue ribbons in showing career
*Classifying your horse into the wrong category will disqualify you from winning year end awards.

Classifying the Rider:

Riders will be grouped by age for the High Point Rider awards. When submitting a Points form after a show, please be sure to specify whether you are a Junior or Senior rider/driver.

Junior- An exhibitor under the age of 18 as of November 1st, 2010
Senior- An exhibitor over the age of 18 as of November 1st, 2010
Awards:

The awards are given to the horses earning the most points in specific divisions. Awards will be placed champion and reserve champion with the horse owning the most points winning champion, the second highest point earner winning reserve champion. If there are many participants in the program, we may place all the way to fourth place.. Awards will be given at the Year End Banquet dinner in November. The divisions are:
*SUBJECT TO CHANGE. DIVISIONS MAY BE CHANGED, COMBINED, OR REMOVED ACCORDING TO POPULARITY* 

1. Two Gait- Any class where the horse and rider are only judged at a walk and trot/intermediate gait (trot, pace, rack, running walk). Classes include, but are not limited to: Western and English Pleasure, Hunter Under Saddle, Equitation, etc. This must be a flat only class.
2. Three Gait- Any class where the horse and rider are judged at the walk, trot/intermediate gait, and canter. Classes include, but are not limited to, Pleasure, Equitation, Hunter Under Saddle, etc. This must be a flat only class.
3. Gymkhana/Games- Any timed event such as barrel racing, roping, team penning, etc. as well as classes such as Command, Discipline Rail, Costume classes, Trail classes (at shows), etc.

4. Trail/Hunter Pace/Fox Hunt/Endurance- Competitive events where the horse and rider our out in the field instead of the show ring. In the case that the event is not pinned, 7 participation points will be rewarded. When the event is pinned, points will be awarded accordingly along with the participation points.
5. Hunter/Jumper Over Fences- Any class that requires the horse and rider to complete a course of jumps. Classes may be timed or judged on horse’s way of going, etc. Hunter Hack classes are included and flat classes are not.
6. Eventing/Combined Training- Excludes dressage only competitions. And three phase or combined training event including dressage, show jumping, and/or cross country. Includes recognized and non recognized events.
7. Dressage- Any class where USDF or USEF tests are judged and pinned.
8. Driving- Any competitive driven class. 
9. Pleasure Horse and Owner- The rider/horse combination with the most amount of non-competitve riding/driving hours. Hours can start to be accumulated starting August 1st, 2011.
10. There will be an ‘Other’ division that will not count for a division year end award but will count for High Point awards. Classes that would fit in this division would include, but are not limited to: In-Hand, Roadster classes, Demos, Parades etc. For pinned events, points will be given accordingly and for non pinned events, participation points will be given.

High Point Awards/Standardbred of the Year:
High Point Awards are based on the total amount of points earned in all divisions mentioned above. Champion and Reserve Champion High Point awards will be given and only one horse will be named Standardbred of the Year.

1. High Point Junior Rider- Awarded to the highest point-earning rider under the age of 18.
2. High Point Senior Rider- Awarded to the highest point-earning rider over the age of 18.
3. High Point Standardbred- Awarded to the top point-earning Standardbred overall. Points from all other divisions are accumulated. If enough members earn points, we may be able to break this up into High Point Newbie, Green, Novice, Senior, and Overall Standardbred as well.
4. Standardbred of the Year- Awarded to the horse that best displays the versatility of the breed in the pleasure/showing world. The award is voted on by members of the SPHO of MA. The horse with the most votes wins.
Points System:

Points will be awarded as followed in a pinned class:

1st- 7 points

2nd- 5 points

3rd- 4 points

4th- 3 points

5th- 2 points

6th and Lower- 1 point

Champion- 10 points

Reserve Champion- 5 points

In the event that your competition does not pin (such as some competitive trail rides), you will be given 7 participation points for each event you complete. If the event is pinned, you will be given the participation points as well as the placing points.
If you have any further questions that are not answered here, please email Emily at hearthooves@yahoo.com 
